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Book Reviews
Aylesworth, Jim. Mother Halverson's. Illustrated by Toni Goffe.
Atheneum Pubs., Div. of Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1989. ISBNO-689-314655. $13.95. 26 pp.
Mother Halverson's cat has died and she needs a new one to keep the mice from her
pantry. Her-long suffering husband has a hard time trying to find just the right cat. Each
cat has a very distinctive personality. Farmer Halverson is surprised by the personality
that finally suits his wife. There is a "punch line" toward the end of the story that will
make readers, both young and old, laugh out loud and search back through the book to
see if the line is justified. The pictures are simple and colorful-very reflective of the
personalities and moods of the story.
-Kathe C. Homer

A
2+

FI

***

Bare, Colleen Stanley. Critter, the Class Cat. Photos by C. S. Bare.
G. P. Putnam, 1989. ISBN 0-399-2171O-X. $12.95. 32 pp.
Critter is a cat who lives in a school room. He belongs to all the children and they
play together. They also learn from each other. Critter learns not to bite and scratch,
while the children learn to be gentle and loving to animals.
The photographs in this book are engaging and funny. They are all of Critter and the
children. Each page tells its own story while adding to the text which is simple and
straightforward. The type is oversized and easy to read.
Young children who have had the chance to hear and examine this book have enjoyed
it tremendously, giggling and reading, and giggling some more. It is quite pleasing.
-Jan Staheli

B+
3-8
PB

***

Barklem, Jill. The Four Seasons of Brambly Hedge.
Philomel, 1990. ISBN 0-399-21869-6. $24.95. 144 pp.
Ten years ago in volume 1 of CBR I wrote:
This series is my nomination (were I asked) for the 1980 Kate Greenaway Award.
The stories concern the seasonal affairs of the mice who live in Brambly Hedge, and
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have a channing, bucolic simplicity in contrast to the technical detail and
sophistication of the illustrations. The drawings of the diary and the mill in Summer
Story would do credit to Singer's History of Technology. I calculated the gear ratios
and found that the flour mill is designed so that the millstone turns at the proper speed
for a mouse-sized mill, and that, were it enlarged to a man-sized mill, the stone speed
would still be correct.
When I discovered this, I studied the other pictures with a hand lens and found
them all to be incredible historical documents. Barklem's five years of research has
yielded impressive results. These flawless illustrations will long be cherished for their
charm and precision.
A million copies later, the four seasonal books have been reprinted in a sumptuous
library binding with a mouse blind-stamped on the cover. Best of all is the long
introductory interview with Jill Barklem that features some of her research sketches and
a great deal of the behind-the-scenes information on Brambly Hedge.
For a year now I have read parts of Brambly Hedge to my young daughter most every
week. We have come to consider it part of our world. The publisher, in advertising
copy, seems surprised at the success of these books, but I think readers can instinctively
tell the difference between books that took five hours to produce and those that took five
years.
In the last decade, when I have lectured on the Industrial Revolution, I have
encouraged my students to compare and contrast Barklem's English flour mill with Oliver
Evans's American flour mill, which is what I did when I wrote the original review.
And I still think that the mice of Brambly Hedge are worthy of the Kate Greenaway
Medal.
- Thomas K. Hinckley

***

Brown, Margaret Wise. Baby Animals. Illustrated by Susan Jeffers.
Random House, 1989. ISBN 0-394-82040-1. $11.99. 30 pp.
A
Pre-2
PB

Any book by Margaret Wise Brown has an immediate audience of children who love
anything this wonderful children's author has written. And for good reason. Her books
speak quietly, lovingly, and playfully to the very young. This is a new, slightly shortened
publication of Baby Animals with charming illustrations by Susan Jeffers. It tells about
a day on the farm, and the baby animals and the child who lives there and helps take care
of them. From morning, when everything is waking up, through meal times, until night
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time when all the children are asleep, the soothing repetition and gentleness of the text
is complimented by the wonderful pictures of the farm animals and the little girl who
loves them. It is a lovely book.
-Jan Staheli

***

Busselle, Rebecca. Bathing Ugly.
Orchard Books, 1988. ISBN 0-531-08401-9. $12.95. 184 pp.
Betsy's only prayer as she leaves for camp that first time is "Please let me be like the
other campers;" in spite of her treacherous neighbor's smoking trap on the plane, things
don' t look too bad. Until weigh-in, that is, and the incidental information that her Mother
has sent instructions for her to "lose weight." No girl who is experiencing the onset of
adolescence, no matter what her size, can fail to identify with Betsy and her painful
struggle through that long summer to become a person of worth. From the imaginary
boyfriend' s letters, to the final denouement when Betsy refuses to any longer aim for the
"Land Where All Wishes Are Granted" and demonstrating her determination in a most
shocking way, the misery is loud and clear with all-too-often notes of rocky reality. The
adults in the camp are difficult to separate from the children. Altogether, Camp Sunny
Days is most aptly named in the same wry ironic way in which the book is titled.
One of the newer genres in juvenile books is that of the anorexic teenager and her
fight to control her world. Betsy is fighting the same battle with slightly different
weapons, but she wins , and so will the reader. Solid character depiction helps, familiar
action supports, but most of all, the emotional reality of the story will truly speak to
young readers.
-Janet Francis

A
7+
FI

***

Capote, Truman. A Christmas Memory. Illustrated by Beth Peck.
Alfred A. Knopf, 1989. ISBN 0-679-80040-9. $12.95. Unpaginated.
A Christmas Memory is a lovely update of Truman Capote's well-known retelling of
an experience from his own life. This time, the illustrations of Beth Peck add a
distinctive and warm look at this period Christmas story. It is the story of Buddy and his
old cousin, a very distant cousin, who have lived together ever since Buddy can
remember. One morning in late November, she announces that it's "fruitcake weather. "
The rest of the book revolves around the steps necessary to make fruitcake. There is the
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trip to the woods with the dilapidated baby carriage to gather pecans; the visit to t
enormous Mr. Haha Jones, a giant Indian, to buy a quart of his finest whiskey; a
finally, the unannounced visitoftwo relatives-each very angry-because both Buddy a
his cousin are a little tipsy from the left-over whisky. The relationship between this litt
boy and his old cousin is very special, and the illustrations by Peck make it even mo
so. All ages will enjoy this charming retelling of A Christmas Memory.
-Helen Hoop

***

Carle, Eric. Eric Carle's Animals, Animals.
Philomel, 1989. ISBN 0-399-21744-4. $18.95. 82 pp.

*

Pre-4
NF

PB

With brilliantly bizarre colors and tactile strokes and textures, Eric Carle has onc
more reached for the essence of life and captured it on his easel. Accompanied by text
varying from poetry to scripture to proverbs and Indian wisdom (compiled by Laur
Whipple) the luscious drawings assault the willing eye with what must surely be liqui
light splashed on the whitest of white pages. The colors are sometimes not true-to-lif
(sometimes they are, as witness the very spiky porcupine or the multi-faceted eagle), bu
it makes no difference. A child's eye will know each animal if he sees it again-and h
will know more than what his eye can see if he has been lucky enough to have share
Carle's book.
-Janet Franci

***

Carrick, Carol. In the Moonlight, Waiting. Illustrated by Donald Carrick.
Clarion Books, 1990. ISBN 0-89919-867-8 . $13 .95. Unpaginated.
A
3-8
F[

PB

Sad to say, this little book was done posthumously by the Donald Carrick estate
According to the note in the front of the book, Donald Carrick had completed th
watercolor sketches in preparation for the final painting, but was not able to complete any
of the paintings before his untimely death. His wife and editor decided to go ahead wit
the book using the watercolor sketches. The results are most satisfying. III th
Moonlight, Waiting is the simple story of a little girl who is awakened in the middle o
a cold, moonlit night to witness the birth of a baby lamb. All of the wonder is capture
in both words and pictures. Any child would love to have this small (in size, only) boo
for their own.
- Helen Hoope
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Chadwick, Roxanne. Alllle Morrow Lirulbergh.
Lerner Publications, 1987. ISBN 0-8225-0488-x. $8.95. 56 pp.
This book is part of a series, called The Achievers. The infonnation is very simply
presented but quite complete. Anne Morrow Lindbergh was an excellent pilot and
navigator, as well as a thoughtful poet. The focus remains on the subject, Anne Morrow
Lindbergh, and her achievements, rather than on her husband, Charles, or her family .
Very interesting reading with good photographs and maps throughout.
-Kathe C. Homer

*

2+

BI

***

Fine, Anne. My War With Goggle-Eyes.
Little, Brown & Company, 1989. ISBN 0-316-28314-2. $13.95. 160 pp.
Anne Fine's Goggle-Eyes has won the Carnegie Medal for outstanding fiction. The
American publisher, with the usual subtlety has changed the title.
For some time, Kitty has waged a self destructive war against her mother's new
boyfriend. She has honed her skills by writing numerous essays for her English class on
the various aspects of the man she attempts to denigrate by the sobriquet" goggle-eyes. "
All of it is gentle and funny, hilariously funny.
Helen, Kitty's friend , is having a bad day and flees the classroom. Mrs. Lupey
sends Kitty after her. They end up hiding in the lost-property cupboard where Kitty
discovers that Helen's distress is occasioned by her mother's new boyfriend, "Toadshoes." Helen does want to hear, so Kitty plays out the entire saga of Goggle-eyes. The
story is realistic, but all the twists leave the reader a bit dizzy. In fact, Kitty is so caught
up in her own story that we never find out about Toad-shoes.
-Thomas K. Hinckley

*

5+
FI

***

Fisher, Leonard Everett. JasOIl alia the Golden Fleece.
Holiday House, 1990. ISBN 0-8234-0794-2. $14.95. 32 pp.
In Jason alia the Goldell Fleece, the Greek hero Jason is given a task by his cousin
Pelias, who has assumed the throne that rightfully belongs to Jason's father. Pelias
promises to give the kingdom back if Jason can bring him the golden fleece which hangs
in a faraway grove guarded by a dragon who never sleeps. Jason agrees to bring back
the fleece and then sets sail, encountering many difficulties along the way.
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Fisher's retelling of this classic Greek myth is somewhat pedestrian, though it doe
present the tale in easily understood language. His pictures are much more interestin
than his storytelling, and the full-page illustrations with their bright colors make this boo
a good choice for sharing in the classroom.
-Robbin Olsen Majo

***

Foreman, Michael. War Boy: A Country Childhood.
Arcade Publishing, Incorporated, 1990. ISBN 1-55970-049-1. $16.95. 96 pp.
A

7+
BI

War Boy is the current winner of the Kate Greenaway Medal for the best illustrat
children's book in Britain. Foreman writes and illustrates about growing up in Pakefiel
not far from Lowestoft, England, during World War II. His mother ran the village sho
As Aunt Louie, who came to help her widowed sister, says, "All those lovely boys .
Oh, but we had the time of our lives." The book is a collage of mostly war
memories, illustrated in diverse styles and techniques. War is hard to put on paper, an
yet Foreman manages, sometimes with stark pen and inks, sometimes with brillia
pastels, and sometimes with an almost photographic quality to convey growing up durin
the war.
So successful is the art that it has rescued forgotten memories: the nightmare of t
air raid drills at school, the rationing stamps-shoes, sugar, butter, meat, an
gasoline-the lovely grapefruit we got for school lunch and more often than not, the on
we got to take home. My mother peeled the grapefruit and removed the membranesmethod I still prefer. The eggs, on the other hand were abysmal, and to this day, I d
not eat eggs, in homage to World War II. My best friend, Richard, was a Japanes
American who had been interned on a neighboring farm. We stood in front of m
grandmother'S house and waved at the soldiers on the troop trains. The Japane
mounted a massive barrage of incendiary bombs carried to the western United States b
balloons.
Since this information could not be printed in the newspapers, the
indoctrinated us at school with recognition and palliatives which we had to rehearse
home. There was a banner on the wall at church with a blue star for every man an
woman serving, and a gold star for those who were killed. I remember Marybeth cryin
at the screen door the day her husband was killed in the Normandy landing.
Foreman, writing for all of us who remember, concludes, "And the memory ...
the war will remain forever with the ghosts of us children. . of long ago. "
- Thomas K. Hinckle

***
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Frost, Robert. Birches. Illustrated by Ed Young.
Henry Holt & Co. , 1988. ISBN 0-8050-0570-6. $13.95. 32 pp.
A favorite Frost poem, reminiscent of childhood in a more rural time when a "boy
too far from town to learn baseball," could play alone and play with what he found,
himself, and in nature . . . the birch trees. The poem has a lovely feeling and the
beautiful water color illustrations intensify the feelings the words convey. This is one I'd
like for my own collection.
-Kathe C. Homer

*

3+
PT

***

Gelman, Rita Golden. Inside Nicaragua.
Franklin Watts, 1988. ISBN 0-531-15085-2. $13.90. 178 pp.
This is a book about Nicaragua under the rule of the Sandanista government. The
author visited Nicaragua to see what had actually happened, and to determine whether the
Sandanistas were the bad government fighting the good guerrillas, or the good
government fighting the bad guerrillas. She specifically wrote this book for young people
so they would know what was happening in Nicaragua. It is well written and can be read
quite rapidly. It is written in the first person with her describing her own experiences in
Nicaragua while living with a Nicaraguan family in Managua. She describes her arrival
in Nicaragua, going through customs, standing in lines and packed very tightly in buses.
She describes how downtown Managua has not been rebuilt since the earthquake of 1972.
Gelman was particularly interested in how the young people felt about the problems
in their country so that she could report these feelings to the young people in the United
States. She explained the sacrifice made by young people in Nicaragua, and concluded
that what was happening in Nicaragua was a tragedy for the young, regardless of the
political implications to the government of the country or the United States.
Gelman provides background on the Nicaragua revolution that removed the Samosa
government. The influence of America is also evident in her report. She also describes
the poverty that the people must endure in both urban and rural areas. Her description
of the lives of the common folk is fascinating and insightful. The hope of the young
people is inspiring. According to Gelman, the main opposition to the war with the
Contras came from mothers who did not want their young sons going to war. Many of
those mothers must have expressed their feelings at the voting booth when given the
opportunity to vote for the Sandanistas.
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Anyone wanting a better understanding of the current problems and issues in
Nicaragua would benefit from reading this book, written for young people, about young
people coping with the problems of the small developing nation.
-co Gam Coombs

***

Gerstein, Mordicai. The Sun's Day.
Harper & Row, 1989. ISBN 0-06-22404-5. $12.89. Unpaginated
B
Pre-3
FI
PB

As the sun begins its glorious sweep across the sky, as the world begins to awake and
begin its day, baby chicks are born. Babies and families demand to be fed . Horns honk,
bells ring, wheels clank, and gears whir as people go off to school and work. When
lunch arrives everyone stops for a bite of food. The rest of the afternoon, cats nap, fruit
ripens on the trees, children fly kites and play ball in the nearby park. Evening begins
the slow-down process as families eat, watch the sunset, take baths and trundle off to bed.
The text is easy and fun to read. The pictures are wonderfully realistic in a kind of
abstract way. Don't forget to watch for the changes in the sun. Makes a good readaloud at story tim
- Vicky M. Turner

***

Goble, Paul. Beyond the Ridge.
Bradbury Press, 1989. ISBN 0-02-736581-6. $13.95. 30 pp.
A
5-8
FI
PB

Beyond the Ridge is the story of an Indian grandmother dying in her tepee, and of her
journey into the land of her ancestors. Her spirit leaves her tepee and looks upon her
family who are mourning over her. She hears a voice calling, "Your mother calls you"
which leads her up the mountain to the top of the ridge where she sees a beautiful country
alive with buffalo and antelopes, birds and butterflies, beautiful flowers, and a circle of
tepees where she meets her mother and father and relatives and the friends she knew long
ago. Meanwhile back on earth, her family prepares her body for burial so she can return
to the Creator, the Great Spirit. The story describes death , but near the end, the writer
states, "Death? There is no death; only a change of worlds."
The illustrations are bright and colorful with pictures of wildlife, Indian clothes, earth,
and heaven.
-C. Gam Coombs
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Goldner, Kathryn A. & Vogel, Carole G. Humphrey the Wrong Way Whale.
Dillon Press, Inc., 1987. ISBN 0-87518-360-3. $11.95. 128 pp.
Humphrey is the whale who came from the coast of California into the Sacramento
River Delta and got stuck in Shag Slough. Goldner and Vogel tell the story of Humphrey
to inform the reader of the behavior and current situation of the Humpback whale.
This is a very enjoyable and informative book. Words which may be new to the
reader are in bold print and included in the glossary at the end. The appendixes and
bibliography provide more information and ideas for learning more about Humpback
whales.
-Kathe C. Homer

A
3+
NF

***

Graham, Bob. Here Comes John.
Little, Brown & Co., 1983. ISBN 316-32305-5. $4.95. 30 pp.
Graham, Bob. Bath Time jor John.
Little, Brown & Co., 1985. ISBN 316-32304-7. $4.95. 30 pp.
Graham, Bob. Here Comes Theo.
Little, Brown & Co., 1983. ISBN 316-32307-1. $4.95. 30 pp.
Graham, Bob. Where Is Sarah .
Little, Brown & Co., 1985. ISBN 316-32306-3. $4.95. 32 pp.
These four books by Bob Graham, an Australian writer, are now available in the
United States. The antics of older sister Sarah and younger brother John, who is just
learning to walk, and their dog Thoo, are humorous and simple, yet effective in
portraying the messages of the books.
Here Comes John portrays how Sarah and Thoo overlook a snail on the ground, but
as John crawls by, the snail is detected and nearly eaten with Sarah saving the snail and
John.
Bath TimejorJohn is really wet time for John, Sarah, and Thoo. When Thoo drinks
the bath water and grabs the mechanical crocodile and runs off, the chase is on for Sarah
and John. The illustrations are marvelous and so comical. The reader cannot help but
laugh.
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Here Comes Theo portrays how Theo, the small dog, is so happy to see Sarah come
home from school that he jumps on her and knocks her down and gives her the licking
treatment. As John tries standing up by himself, here comes Theo again, jumping on
John.
Where Is Sarah portrays Theo and John looking for Sarah in the tall grass with John
getting sidetracked playing with his rubber crocodile. Theo bounces in the grass until he
finds her.
These are four delightful books that are quick and easy to read, and a real delight.
They are also fun just to look at the illustrations.
-co Gam Coombs

***

Heine, Helme. Prince Bear.
M. K. McElderry, 1989. ISBN 0-689-50484-5. $13.95. Unpaginated.
A

K-2

FI
PB

Helme Heine writes from a moral stance, as always, but again, as always, it does not
interfere with the charm of his brief story of bears and princesses.
It seems that there once was a time when bears could be princes and princesses could
be bears through the magic of shared kisses. With this delightful provision, no one had
to be bored with being sweet and good interminably, or tired and hungry from too much
outdoors. As the exchange rate was brisk, forest and castle stayed even-but, alas, the
developers moved in with predictable results. Somehow, in retrospect, that phrase·A
kinder, gentler world· seems appropriate here.
On either level, as a moral warning, or as a cheerfully illustrated tale of happiness
falling on hard times, Prince Bear is a good companion.
-Janet Francis

***

Hirschi, Ron. The Mountain Bluebird. Photos by Galen Burrell.
Cobblehill Books/Dutton, 1989. ISBN 0-525-65010-5 . $14.95 . 48 pp.
B
3-8
NF

Ron Hirschi's experience as a naturalist is both the strength and weakness of this
photo essay on Mountain Bluebirds. His sometimes lyrical description of these tiny birds
and the mountains they live in sings like poetry, but the amount of information does not
follow the model of poetic brevity or of poetry's tight organizational form. I recommend
the book for its striking photos and wealth of information about a tiny bird whose
habitation in high mountain valleys still contains many mysteries. Be warned that it is
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like having Ron Hirschi walk with you through the mountains telling you about everything
you see as you take your tour. You may find it best to share with children in small
excerpts so that you can choose the parts according to the mood and scene you want to
present to them.
-Lillian Heil

.........

Hoffman, Yair. The World of the Biblefor Young Readers.
Viking Kestrel, 1989. Edited by IIana Shamir. ISBN 0-670-81739-2. $15.95. 96
pp.
The World of the Biblefor Young Readers was written by Yair Hoffman, a Professor
of Biblical Studies at Tel Aviv University. This is a history of the Bible from the Jewish
point of view, including the birth of Jesus Christ and the spread of Christianity throughout
the world, with just a little different slant than most Christian books of the same type.
It is also the story of the Jewish people and their beliefs. Illustrated lavishly with photos
and maps of Eretz Yisrael (Land of Israel) and surviving artifacts, this book is a joy to
read and ponder. The Prophets become more understandable and the trials of these
Biblical peoples become more real as one reads about Abraham and Sarah, Elijah and
Jeremiah, and the establishment of the Israelite Kingdom and its ultimate destruction and
exile. We see pictures of Egypt, Babylon, Masada, and Qumran where the Dead Sea
Scrolls were found . Also included in this book is a glossary, an index, and a "Time Line
of Biblical History" comparing events taking place in Eretz Yisrael, Egypt, Mesopotamia,
Syria, and Crete, Greece, and Rome. A great addition to your library!
-Helen Hoopes

A
9+
NF

.........

Kline, Suzy. Herbie Jones and Hamburger Head. Illustrated by Richard Williams
Putnam's Sons, 1989. ISBN 0-399-21748-7. $13.95. 111 pp.
Herbie Jones and his friend Raymond Martin meet "Hamburger Head" for the first
time during a bank robbery! Raymond has talked Herbie into taking money out of his
bank account to buy hamburgers and school supplies. Outside the bank, they notice a dog
in one of the parked cars. The poor dog has scratched his head so many times that it is
raw and bleeding. Herbie is worried that the dog will be too hot in the car, so he reaches
over to open a door and roll down a window. The minute the car door is open the dog
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escapes, and goes through the open door into the bank. The dog approaches a blond lady
in the bank who is wearing a raincoat and shoes that look like the ones Raymond's dad
wears. When the dog jumps up and knocks a gun out of the lady ' s hand, everyone in the
bank realizes that it is a robbery! Ray runs and hides behind a potted palm tree. Herbie
throws his baseball bank in the air, and when the stopper comes out, so do all of Herbie's
568 pennies. The lady's wig comes off and she tries to escape just as three police cars,
with sirens going, screeches to a stop in front of the bank.
Herbie and Raymond have become heroes, and so has "Hamburger Head. " The only
problem is that nobody wants the dog. Reluctantly Herbie takes the dog home-he's
always wanted a dog!-to a family that will also reject the poor pooch. Herbie onl
wants to keep the dog, but when the bank president shows up offering a reward fo
Herbie, Raymond, and the dog, Herbies's family decide to let the dog stay-until Herbi
can find him a better home.
Poor Herbie, in trouble again, but his antics are always heart-warming and real t
life. Pass this book on to any child who loves dogs.
-Vicky M. Turne

***

LeGuin, Ursula K. Tehanu: The Last Book of Earthsea.
Atheneum, 1990. ISBN 0-689-31595-3. $15.95. 240 pp.
A
12 +
FI

While extremely well written, this is, nonetheless, a terrible story. Tenar goes
attend to the dying Mage Ogion. She meets the dragon Kalessin who is returning Ge
from the dark lands where he has been stripped of his magic powers. Sounds like a fin
beginning to a fantasy. Unfortunately, the story starts with Tehanu, a young girl who h
been repeatedly molested and abused. She is found after the perpetuators have beaten h
and attempted to bum her to death. Tenar has taken her in.
The terror of the tale is not that it is fantasy, but that it so closely mirrors our worl
All of the carefully constructed philosophical discussions of how to survive in Gout at t
end of the age are really the agonizing compromises of our world. The cruel, inhum
things done to Tenar are terrible because they routinely happen to women in our worl
There is much in this book that is good and beautiful that resonates in the recesses
the soul, and yet many of the choices are flawed. As we spiritedly argue over t
dimming prospect of how to spend the peace dividend, are we ready to make the sam
moral compromises made in this book? What good is it to have a new king if the peopl
having lost their sense of consequences, are saying, "Let be?"
- Thomas K. Hinckle
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Livingston, Myra Cohn. Up in the Air. Illustrated by Leonard Everett Fisher.
Holiday House, 1989. ISBN 0-8234-0736-5. $14.95. Unpaginated.
Planning an airplane trip in the near future? Might it include a child? Pick up this
ook before the flight to give them a taste of what an airplane ride is like. Livingston's
oem and Fisher's pictures come together in a simulated airplane flight-from lift-off to
ouch-down . The reader watches out a window near the wing at the panorama below, and
above and around the plane.
-Vicky M . Turner

B
Pre-3
PT
PB

***

Luenn , Nancy. Nessa's Fish. Illustrated by Neil Waldman.
Atheneum, 1990. ISBN 0-689-31477-9. $13.95. 28 pp.
In this charming story set on the Arctic tundra, Nessa and her grandmother journey
a half-day away to catch fish for the people back at autumn camp. Their catch is a good
one. They pile stones over it so they can take it back with them in the morning. But
during the night, Nessa's grandmother falls ill and it is left to Nessa to guard the fish
from predators which she manages to do in a number of creative ways.
Luenn ' s story is delightful. The vocabulary is not beyond independent readers and
Luenn has written the tale smoothly, with a bright collection of images and humor that
beg to be read aloud. Waldman's illustrations, done generously in warm pastels that
gleam with a touch of autumn frost , perfectly complement the text. The result is a very
nice book indeed.
-Robbin Olsen Major

A
K-2
PB

***

Macdonald, Caroline. The Lake at the End of the World.
Dial Books, 1989. ISBN 0-803-70650-2. $12.95. 202 pp.
The year is 2025. Diana is sixteen and lives with her parents, safe from pollution and
disease, at Red Fern Lake. After the final explosion, they sadly believe themselves to
be the last survivors on the planet, that is, until Diana finds Hector. Because he has just
escaped from an underground society, he is pale, weak, and speaks in a whisper which
Diana can barely hear. To Hector, who has never been above the underground tunnels,
Diana seems extremely powerful and loud. Their differing perspectives, and equally
strong personalities, eventually come together as they work to save Diana's mother
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(whose life is threatened) and to free the entire underground society from the ev
"counselor" who has kept over 100 people as prisoners under the ground since 1968.
The book is well-written and very interesting. The story is told alternately fro
Diana's point of view and then Hector's. It is fascinating to see the world from the
differing perspectives: Diana's as a normal earth dweller, and Hector's as a boy who ha
never seen the sky, the birds, or sunlight. This book was extremely enjoyable and actio
packed. I readily recommend it to readers of all ages, teens especially.
- Terri Christense

***

Morris, Judy K. The Kid Who Ran for Principal.
Lippincott, 1989. ISBN 0-397-32359-X. $12.89. 212 pp.

FI

Bonnie Mann is finding life difficult at her school. She is a good girl who nev
rocks the boat, but hints from the janitor, and a new girl in the school, make her realiz
that something needs to be done. Bonnie's teacher, Mr. Locke, doesn't have his hear
in his job anymore, in fact, he even tells her that eight times zero is eight, and eve
though the rest of the class laugh at him, Bonnie is inclined to believe him. What can sh
do? Suddenly, the principal of her school dies and, urged by Gail and the janitor, sh
decides to run for the job of interim principal. They fool Mr. Locke into believing tha
it would be a great class project in citizenship, and he allows them class time for th
campaign, little realizing that the children have read the school by-laws and know that i
Bonnie is elected she will actually become principal for the rest of the school year.
Gradually, Bonnie's sixth grade class involves the whole school in the project
selecting the special interests of each grade to make Bonnie's election appeal to all th
children. It is only on election night that the adults, parents, and teachers, realize tha
Bonnie is serious in her challenge.
Bonnie wins the election by one vote. The short-term goal Bonnie is interested i
achieving, if she is elected, is firing Mr. Locke; but she learns that she must keep he
election promises to all the classes if she is to be a good principal.
I was not extremely caught up in the story of the book, it all seemed too unlikely
really happen. It was interesting from the standpoint of children rebelling against ad
authority, and I believe that this area of the story will appeal to children who arewish they were-trying their wings for the first time.
-Vicky M. Turn

***
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Morrison, Susan Dudley. The Passenger Pigeon from the Gone Forever series.
Crestwood House, 1989. ISBN 0-89686-457-X. $10.95. 48 pp.
Susan Morrison describes the demise of the Passenger Pigeon, a native American bird
hat became extinct on September 1, 1914. This short book describes the characteristics
nd habits of the bird, shows photographs of the stuffed ones in museums, and recounts
how and why this colorful member of the pigeon family died. A number of causes such
s their large flocks making good targets for hunters contributed to their extinction, but
the major reason was that people killed them and no limits were placed on the killing.
At the end is a brief summary of the efforts made to save other endangered species,
partly as a response to the fate of the Passenger Pigeon. There is a brief index and a
table of contents showing the organization of the book into short one- and two-page
topics.
The didactic style is apparent in the first ten pages where one is told that it is a sad
story, but one "we can learn from. We can learn how to protect other living things that
share our Earth." It is a book containing interesting facts but done in a rather ordinary
visual layout and in a choppy, sometimes pedantic writing style
-Lillian Heil

B
4-6
NF

.........

Nesbit, E. Melisande. Illustrated by P. J. Lynch.
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1989. ISBN 0-15-253164-5. $13 .95. Unpaginated
Melisande's parents think to thwart the bad fairy wish-syndrome by not having a
christening party (ergo, no one is offended), but the one wish Melisande does receive is
more trouble than a whole raft of traditional ones.
Nesbit's unmistakable expertise with the fairy tale format once again charms the reader
in this matter-of-fact tale of poor Melisande's mathematically increasing hair, the
obstinate inversion of the spell when clever Prince Florisande has the solution, and its
final resolution through (what else) simple common sense. The personal names are the
only echo of the tale's Victorian origin, and P. J. Lynch's generously detailed and richly
colored illustrations with frequent two-page spreads flesh out Nesbit's imagination most
satisfactorily.
-Janet Francis

A
2-4
FI
PB

.........
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Peck, Richard. Voices After Midnight.
Delacorte Press, 1989. ISBN 0-385-29779-3. $14.95 . 181 pp.
A
5-9
Ff

"I was fourteen," says Chad, the narrator of Voices After Midnight. "Reality was
hard enough for me." But, trailing after his eight-year-old brother Luke and Heidi, his
valley-girl sister, Chad finds he has to deal with much more than simple reality in thi s
time-travel ghost story set in present-day and 19th-century New York.
Chad's father has business to do in New York, so he brings the whole family with
him from southern California for a two-week stay in a rented five-story house near
Central Park. The house is not spooky, exactly, but it is old, and Chad's littler brother
is unusually interested in old things. "There's so much history here in New York ," says
Luke, "it' s coming out of our ears." But Chad really begins to worry when it starts
coming out of the walls.
Peck, as usual, tells a good story with good humor and tension, and a good ear for
the vernacular of his audience. Voice After Midnight is lighter weight than his previous
two books, but it is an enjoyable way to pass a few hours and, with Chad's voice telling
the tale, equally appropriate for both boys and girls.
-Robbin Olsen Major

***

Pelta, Kathy. Parrot Man Mystery. Illustrated by Karen Ritz.
Henry Holt, 1989. ISBN 0-8050-1130-7. $14.95. 163 pp.
B
3+
FI

Eleven-year-old Margaret Drusilla Kinkaid (M.D.K.) runs a pet sitting service in
Malibu, California. M.D.K. is desperately trying to earn enough money to buy the parrot
in Willy-Bones pet shop, and she needs $75.00. While trying to get more customers, she
runs across Denise who lives in a ritzy section of town. Denise offers to help her earn
the money for the parrot.
While buying pet supplies-a new fi sh bowl and fish that Denise has dropped- they
notice a sign on the pet shop bulletin board, "Bird Smugglers. " Then and there, the girls
decide that catching the smugglers will be an easy way to earn the money to pay for the
bird. Everyone comes under their watchful eye: Mr. Willy-Bones, the pet store owner;
the "Parrot-Man," a cantankerous neighbor of one of M.D.K. 's clients; even M.D .K. 's
aunt Shirlee, up from Texas. Clues abound and the kids find all of them, all leading in
the wrong direction. Accidentally they stumble across the whole gang when visiting
Denise's beach cottage. But the fun doesn't end there, because somehow, they have to
let the authorities know the secret.
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A fun , fast-paced, highly unlikely, silly story of children trying to outsmart the adults
around them, and finally, barely, coming out on top.
- Vicky M. Turner

***

Pevsner, Stella. How Could You Do It, Diane?
Clarion Books, 1989. ISBN 0-395-51041-4. $13.95. 183 pp.
Fifteen-year-old Diane ends her life on a Friday afternoon. Younger sister, Bethany,
just home from school, decides to do a load of laundry downstairs where Diane is
"sleeping" on the old brown sofa.

A
5-9
FI

"Diane, you're not asleep, so stop pretending. "
I turned back to the stairs but it seemed like a cold hand touched me. Made me tum
and look at Diane. Something about the way she was ...
I took a few hesitant steps toward her, beginning to fear, but still . . . you know.
When I got near her I was about to say, "Cmon, Diane . .. " when I saw that her
eyes weren't all the way closed. There was a slit of eyeballs showing, and they
looked glazed. Her thumb wasn't all the way in her mouth, either. A little thread
of spittle had run down her chin. And suddenly I knew! And that cold hand that had
just touched my shoulders before now grabbed hold of me like a giant hook.
Guilt and anger dog the family . Bethany and her mother are especially vulnerable as
they share a secret about Diane's recent past. As family members attempt to deal with
Diane's death on an individual basis, Bethany tries to make sense of Diane's final,
intensely dramatic statement, by "interviewing" Diane's close friends.
No great mysteries are unearthed in the span of this book, but the impact of suicide
on a family is painfully laid bare. The language of the book immediately involves the
reader. There's a message here for serious would-be-contemplators of suicide, and a
sense of familiarity for those who have been touched by this tragedy for Diane's act has
frozen her in time. The family's response to seeking help in reevaluating themselves, and
making lifestyle adjustments, propels it forward, into the future.
-Gabi Kupitz

***
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Phillips, Ann. The Peace Child.
Oxford University Press, 1988. ISBN 0-19-271560-7. $13.95. 150 pp.
B
4+
FI

Alys, a young girl living in 14th century England, knows that there is something
different about herself. She has neither the looks nor the temperament of her family, the
Butlers. Why is she pulled from her bed in the middle of the night to stand before the
men of the family with a drawn sword pointed directly at her? In her search for the
answer to who she is, Alys flOds herself in the middle of the peasants revolt and the
Bubonic Plague-which killed half of the population of Europe in the 1300's.
This is a historical fiction novel, apparently written to acquaint young people with
London in the 1300's. The idea of children being exchanged between feuding families
to preserve peace between the families is not , historically, European, but the author uses
it as the basis for an interesting, light read for young people.
-Kathe C. Homer

***

Rogers, Jacqueline. The Christmas Pageant.
Grosset & Dunlap, 1989. ISBN 0-448-40151-7. $12.95. Unpaginated.

*

3+
FI
PB

If there is one book that you buy for your children this Christmas, it has to be The
Christmas Pageant by Jacqueline Rogers! This is a wonderful picture book about a group
of children putting on the annual Christmas pageant. We never find out if they are a
school or church group, or just neighborhood children, because we never read a word
about them. The story is about Jesus and His birth. Beginning in Nazareth with the
Angel coming to Mary telling her of the birth of Jesus, Rogers pretty much follows the
King James Bible version of the Christmas story; however, the illustrations are of the
children putting on the pageant. Rogers' children are adorable, and Baby Jesus will touch
your heart as you watch him laugh at the cow, try to pull off Mary's headdress, and
finally go to sleep sucking on his pacifier while the shepherds, wise men, and angels sing
"Joy to the World."
The illustrations are rich and full with the children mostly based on the children of
Rogers' own family and friends. Opposite the title page is a list of all the main
characters in the pageant with the real-life names of Rogers' "children." Also included
is the music for six Christmas songs as they fit into the pageant, with full piano
accompaniment. For those who might be in charge of a Christmas Pageant, this book is
full of ideas for costumes, how to make Mary look like she is riding a donkey, how to
make camels appear to stroll across the stage, and the perfect backdrops. Every time you

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol11/iss2/3

18

Homer et al.: Book Reviews
Children's Book Review 23
look through this book, you'll see something new to delight every age. Make this your
best Christmas yet: share The Christmas Pageant with each other.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Rylant, Cynthia. Soda Jerk. Illustrated by Peter Catalanotto.
Orchard Books, 1990. ISBN 0-531-05864-6. $14.95. 48 pp.
If you have ever been seventeen, or gone to the drugstore for a coke, or spent any
time in a small town, or if you have ever watched people to see what they would do and
wonder about them-if you have, in fact, ever been young-you will relish this little
volume of poems about people: twenty-eight observations made by a soda jerk who
works at Maywell's Drugstore only because they needed a soda jerk and he needed ajob.
He spends his days frying cheeseburgers, listening to secrets, and watching. He watches
the rich kids and the old ladies, the sheriffs deputies and the jocks, the mothers and
children of Cheston, Virginia, and he tells us about them all. Artist Peter Catalanotto has
evoked Cheston, soda fountain and all, in six glowing watercolors which rouse our
memories of a time and a place where the "tips are okay. But the secrets are better."
I would recommend this book to anyone who has ever watched another human being,
and wondered.
-Jan Staheli

*

7+

PT

***

Sevela, Ephraim. We Were Not Like Other People. Translated by Antonina W. Boui.
Harper & Row, 1989. ISBN 0-06-025508-0. $13.89. 216 pp.
Ephraim Sevela, a Jew who grew up in the Soviet Union, has written this compelling
novel of a young Jewish teenager, separated from his Jewish, Red Army parents at the
beginning of World War If. Trying to stay alive, his travels take him from Siberia to
Germany, but always comes back the saying of his Russian mother, "We are not like
other people." Riding the trains from one place to another, he is befriended and rescued
by many different people, but each time, it becomes necessary for him to leave. There
was Manko, his father's horse doctor; Ivan Alexandrovich, his former school teacher; a
group of farm workers under Foreman Kostenko; Potina Sergeyevna and her dugout full
of children; Colonel Galemba who treats him like a son; and finally, Samokhin who
shares his all. Each love him and care for him for the brief time that he stays with them.
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A very interesting look at life in the Soviet Union during World War II, and the
destruction left by Stalin and his followers, this book shows the caring that still existed
on an individual basis. The book jumps around a little and at times it is hard to know
just where the boy is and with which group of people, but it merely reflects the harsh
realities that a young boy must face, left by himself during a time of war.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Shura, Mary Francis. Polly Panic.
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1990. ISBN 0-399-22214-6. $14.95. 127 pp.
A
4-7
Fl

Shura has written a heartwarming story of an adolescent entering the terrifying world
of junior high school. Appropriately titled Polly Panic, the book details all of Polly
Rhodes' fears and how she copes with them when school starts. Polly does have
problems to worry about besides her own secret fears. Her best girl friend no longer acts
the same, and her father loses hisjob. When she enters her homeroom, she inadvertently
makes an enemy of the school bully. The one plus in her first day is making two new
friends, Trish and Andy. These two helpful young people support Polly as she gains
confidence in her own abilities and conquers some of her old fears. At the end of the
book she still gets panicky but she's learning how to cope with it.
The author succeeds very well at making the adolescent characters become real
people-both the good guys like Andy, Trish, and Polly Panic, and the bad guys like
Staci, the former friend, or the rather ugly bully, Steven Bruce, who becomes a bit pitiful
when the reader gets to know him better. Polly's awareness of her own fears is both
convincing and amusing. I found the story both funny and optimistic about the process
of growing up .
-Lillian Heil

***

Staples, Suzanne Fisher. Shabanu .
Alfred A. Knopf, 1989. ISBN 0-394-94815-7. $13.99. 240 pp.

*

6+
FI

Suzanne Staples has given us a poignant picture of the life of Shabanu growing up in
the Cholistan Desert of Pakistan. The reader is impressed with the intensity of this
spirited and independent girl who has absorbed the freedom of wide-open spaces even
though her parents constantly warn her of cultural limits that will be imposed on her as
an adult. As she reaches adolescence, she grapples and fights against having to give up
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her beloved camels and their care, of having the chance to marry the man she could be
happy with , and fmally, of leaving the freedom and beauty of living the nomadic life of
the desert people. When her final attempt to escape an unwanted marriage with a man,
old enough to be her grandfather, fails , she calmly realizes that her only freedom is in
her mind and with all the fierce individuality she was born with, she promises to keep the
sec ret of her soul locked in her heart.
Staples' story is both a tragedy and triumph of the human soul. At the end of the
book , as Shabanu' s father sobs as he beats her for running away, you realize that the
rules of a culture which try to destroy the freedoms of man or woman are destructive for
both .
Beautifully written, the story allows the reader to experience the stark beauty of a
desert, the idiosyncracies of the camel and both the sadness and joy of a desert people
who are part of the Pakistan nation.
-Lillian Heil

***

Stevenson, James. Emma at the Beach.
Greenwillow Books, 1990. ISBN 0-688-08807-4. $14.95. Unpaginated.
In an amusing picture book, Stevenson presents: two of them wicked-selfish and
beastly unkind-and a third, "that little twerp Emma. " Dolores and Lavinia sail off into
a terrible heat wave to an old shack by the ocean, pausing momentarily to gloat over
Emma, refusing to let her join them. Their behavior at the beach is responsible for their
downfall, and Emma, with the help of her owl and duck friends, find cool pleasure at the
beach after all.
-Carol Oaks
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Tresselt, Alvin R. The Rabbit Story. Illustrated by Carolyn Ewing.
Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1989. ISBN 0-688-08651-9. Unpaginated. Text copyrigh
1957, 1989 by Alvin Tresselt (original illustrations by Leonard Weisgard).
A
Pre-3
FI
PB

The text of this story has been updated by the author, and modernized by Ewing'
illustrations. The illustrations are vivid and help to tell the story of the tender little rabbi
who caught her foot in a trap while discovering the joy of a farmer's garden of new
spring vegetables. It also tells how she became the pet of the farmer's son until autum
came and she longed for the free wild life she had known. Young children will love it
-Carol Oak

***

Voigt, Cynthia. On Fortune's Wheel.
Atheneum, 1990. ISBN 0-689-31636-4. $14.95. 276 pp.
A
7-12
FI

In On Fortune's Wheel, author Cynthia Voigt returns to the world created in a
previous book (Jackaroo). It is not, strictly speaking, a world of fantasy, for there is no
magic in the story Voigt has penned, but it is certainly not a world of our time or place.
The book begins when Birle, daughter of an innkeeper, while attempting to prevent
the theft of a boat, inadvertently joins up with a young Lord. Lord Orien is fleeing from
his inheritance, believing his younger brother better suited to Earldom than he himself.
Birle and Orien, vastly different in philosophy and station, journey for many miles and
encounter many hardships both singly and together, but it is the journey within each of
them that this book is truly about. Orien is given to introspection: "I can put on the
cloak of the world 1 find myself in, however 1 happen to find myself in it. 1 can sing any
man's tune, and you'd believe me. That's my gift ... I think sometimes I am nothing
of myself." BirIe, prosaic and practical, is a boon companion for him.
Voigt's richly-textured tale is mesmerizing. While she evokes many images, she does
not shroud them in veils of verbosity. Her characters are sympathetically drawn, and the
story moves at an even pace. The seemingly-insurmountable dangers Birle and Orien face
are handled deftly and without the reader having to suspend disbelief. While 011
Fortune's WheeL may attract more girls (as it is told from Birle's perspective) there is
much in it to appeal to thoughtful young adult readers of either sex.
"Do you ever think," Orien asks Birle, "that the truth of stories is deeper than the
truth of the world?"
In the case of On Fortune's Wheel it is very likely so.
-Robbin Olsen Major
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Wildsmith, Brian. A Christmas Story.
Alfred A. Knopf, 1989. ISBN 0-679-80074-3. $13.99. Unpaginated.
This is Brian Wildsmith at his Christmas best! A Christmas Story is the account of
a little donkey who is left alone, when he is nine months old, so that his mother can make
the journey to Bethlehem "with her mistress and master, whose names were Mary and
Joseph." They ask a little neighbor girl, Rebecca, to look after the little donkey while
they are away. He becomes so lonesome without his mother than he refuses to eat, so
Rebecca decides to take him to find his mother. Their adventures, as they journey toward
Bethlehem, make up the balance of the story.
In traditional Wildsmith style, the illustrations are lavish and impressive. When you
first open the book, the page before the title page are shining gold. Then, throughout the
remainder of the book, gold is found on almost every page: the background, as the angel
Gabriel brings the news of Jesus birth to Mary; the sun, as Joseph and Mary begin their
journey to Bethlehem; the whole sky; and on the page where Rebecca and the little
donkey finally get to Herrod's splendid palace, the background is royal purple and the
palace and city of Jerusalem are all in gold. And of course, the star-shining brightly.
Wildsmith has paid attention to every little detail and a child could spend a long time on
each page looking at everything. A sweet little tale about a Christmas donkey and
Rebecca, a little girl, who, because of her love for a little donkey , got to spend the first
Christmas night with the baby Jesus.
-Helen Hoopes

A
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